
 

 From the Director of Rugby                                                                    31 August 2011, 16th Edition 

Sometimes fairy tales don’t have happy endings. A pity over the weekend  - but pretty much sums up the year in 
being competitive but not winning. Lessons we need to all learn with a tweak here and there and some good 
forward planning and individual up skill and we can turn that 5% margin that determines the win or the loss into 
our favour. 
  
U14 
  
Heart break hotel. For the first time this year the boys bought into actually playing with everything. Proving there is 
light at the end of the tunnel. They played with passion and heart and turned for home at 17-0 up. There was 
confidence and commitment and boys stepping up to the plate to end their season on a high note. I marginal pre 
planned lineout move penalized with Chin  on his way to score after brilliant execution  from the hooker the 
jumper and Chin called by James “Tappe” Whiston (SACS old boy mmmm!) Getting within the 5m and a SACS 
counter attack ensued and instead of potentially being 24-0 up we were facing 17-7 and a rejuvenated SACS team 
and a despondent doubting WBHS side. As the doubt set in SACS’s confidence grew and another try and then the 
final 5 minutes and the fairy tale ending shattered, with a try in the corner for SACS to nudge ahead by 2 points. A 
real tragic end to a season where the highlights were few and far between, but perhaps the hard lessons learnt.  
  
U15 
  
What can we say. Comprehensive end to the year for the team of the year.  Coach Van in tandem with skipper 
Keagen Timm showing the good relationship between Coach and Captain coming through.  The most professional 
u15 side in the league, punching above their weight category every week.  Saturday no different with the SACS 
boys having the size edge. But the u15’s having way to much class. The result never in doubt and proving what 
pkanning, structure and sticking to systems can do in a season. The only side to put one over the Afrikaans schools 
this year and only losing one game against our derby rivals proving that WBHS can be a force to be reckoned with. 
  
U16 
The crowd favourite and the team that typifies the internal fight that resembles a true Wynberg boy. All heart. A 
frustrating end to the year for coach Stef Kruger as momentum never seemed to build.  Unfortunately the 
breakdown was a mess for both sides. No advantage was allowed and the stop start affair resulted in extreme 
frustration. Structure went out the window and it became a boring affair of blotchy rugby. SACS ending up the 
victor and raining on the u16’s good end to the season. Massive heart shown throughout the season. A little bit of 
polish required on certain aspects in the off season and some gym work and some good first team players of the 
future in this group of players and possibly a few that can go even further. 
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1st team 
  
The story of the year one would say. Perhaps a little bit of complacency crept in when the lads went two scores 
ahead and looked like they would run away with it with Riaan O neil and Notshe making metres at whim and 
perfectly crafted pop passes finding hands and exceptional running lines. However after being lauded the week 
before some soft tackling by the tight forwards allowing the SACS centre to crash over to make it a one score game 
again with 20 minutes and the WBHS first team suicide run had began. Another drop goal to kill off the match was 
scripted by the sometimes unfair rugby and WBHS once again after being the better side found themselves with less 
then the opposition. A season of could’ves and should’ves but some impressive performances and some seriously 
gifted individuals who probably could make careers out of this wonderful game.  
  
Here’s to a winning 2012. 
 

Kevin Musikanth: Director of Rugby 
 

 

 

Wynberg Rugby on Facebook 
 
908 followers this week ς join our online 
community! 

 
www.facebook.com/Wynberg.Rugby 
www.facebook.com/Rugbymatters 

 

  

 

Thankyou Pharmaton 
 
Grateful thanks are in order to our main rugby 
sponsor, Pharmaton! 

 

 
 
 
 www.rugbymatters.co.za for all school rugby fixtures, news and reports 

http://www.facebook.com/Wynberg.Rugby
http://www.facebook.com/Rugbymatters
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Match Reports 
 
1st XV vs SACS (lost 26 – 29) 
 
The 1st XV will be sad to have let this one slip. At 19–7 up with 20 mins to go it should have been over as SACS had 
hardly had the ball and Wynberg had played all the rugby. With countless possession and loads of territorial 
advantage it really should have been more than a goal each at the break as SACS answered Sompontsha’s try and 
the de Vos conversion with one of their own. 
  
The second half began in a similar vain with Wynberg going straight onto the attack but this time converting it into 
points as Scott went over for a great score. Soon after a driving maul was collapsed by SACS and Wynberg were 
looking good at 19-7. Complacency crept in and ill discipline allowed SACS back into the game. Wynberg started 
playing as individuals instead of as a team and seemed to implode slightly. Soon the scores were level and it was 
game on with the visitors in the ascendency. SACS took advantage as their supporters grew louder and a long range 
drop kick and converted try put them in a 10 point lead. Wynberg had the last say with a great solo effort from 
Notshe as he cantered in from the half way line and over the SACS fullback. The conversion narrowed the lead to 3 
points but was followed by the final whistle to afford SACS the victory 26-29. A great shame. Credit to SACS for 
fighting to the end. Wynberg will rue this one. 
 
 
Blues vs SACS 2nd XV (won 33  - 22) 
 
The boys were really hyped for the last game of their school career and were keen to do well. Unfortunately we 
battled early on as SACS had most of the possession and territory in the early stages. In fact they were looking to 
dominate the game and had the upperhand at half time, although we were leading 8-7 with a try by Rushdie Salie 
and a penalty by Shabir Mallie.   But soon after half time Jade Smith intercepted a lineout ball to set up a great try 
from 50m out. This seemed to galvanise the team and from that point we became more dominant. We scored four 
excellent tries in the second half through Brandon Hamman, Karl Bodenstein and two by Adrian Padua. We played 
attractive rugby in the second half, but at the same time stuck to our structure and this led to us holding on to the 
ball for extended periods and in this way put a lot of pressure on SACS. Unfortunately we allowed SACS to score in 
the final moments.   It was a real team effort and a great way for a “matric” team to end their season. 
 
Colts vs SACS 3rd XV (won 12 ς 3) 
 
In a hard fought match the Colts won 12-3 against a much improved SACS side. SACS led 3 -0 at half time with great 
Wynberg commitment defending our line. Wynberg scored twicee in the 2nd half to close out the game and defend 
their unbeaten record. Well done to all boys involved in an outstanding season. 
 
4th XV vs Bishops (won 27 - 13) 
 
Wynberg scored the first try through a counter attack by wing, Njilo.  We lost some momentum after that and we let 
SACS come right back into the game by giving away penalties at crucial stages of the match.  After scoring a well 
deserved try, SACS took the lead.  After a converted penalty by Wynbergs fly half, Callan Souma, the score was 
thirteen all it was up to who wanted it the most.  Wynberg played their hearts out and had ample opportunity to 
take the game but only managed two score two tries again through winger Njilo in injury time to make the final 

score 27-13.  Well done boys and thanks for a great season.   
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5th XV vs Bishops (lost 7 - 12) 
 
This result could have gone either way and was a tale of 2 halves. The tireless defence shown by the team during the 
match was fantastic as we stymied wave after wave of attacks especially in the first 30 minutes. It was only due to 
lapses in discipline that we conceded the 2 tries both from rolling mauls which originated from penalties and the 
subsequent lineout’s metres from our try line. Half time score 0 -12 The 2nd half was a total reversal in fortunes, 
improved discipline and our superior fitness levels had SACS on the back foot for most of the half sadly wrong 
options cost us the match as we should have scored more than the solitary converted try. The majority of players 
will be back next year and the experience gained will be invaluable. 
 
6th XV vs SACS (won 29 - 10) 
 
Wynberg’s 6th team took to the field with a burning desire for victory. From the first second of the match the applied 
enormous pressure against the SACS defence. Good interplay between backs and forwards saw the SACS line 
shattered on several occasions. But this not to say that Wynberg had it all their own way: SACS counter-attacked 
with aplomb and were soon rewarded with a try run in from their own 22. Wynberg heads went down, but some 
stern words from Captain Chris Horstmann put the fire back in their eyes. Leading from the front, Horstmann was 
almost always in the thick of the action and was soon rewarded with his own try, and Matthew Rainier’s superb kick 
drew the scores level. The game was clearly back on. Another unbelievable kick from Rainier took Wynberg into the 
lead. With this the entire 6th team came together and played the rugby that their coaches had been telling them 
they could play all season. Aggressive tackling, solid hands, enterprising kicks from the fullback (Dale de Bruyne), 
darting runs from the wings and unbelievable rucking soon overwhelmed SACS. And they were never able to retake 
the lead.  It was truly a thrilling came of rugby and every member of the team can be proud of the role he played. 
 
7th XV vs SACS (lost 7 - 14) 
 
U16A vs SACS (lost 0 - 12) 
 
SACS got the early jump on Saturday against  Wynberg, surging to a 5-0 halftime lead and fighting off Wynberg's 
second half comeback to win Saturday's game 12-0. Wynberg spent a lot of time in SACS’s half, but poor decision 
making lead to our eventual downfall. Every time we made a mistake and forced a turnover, the SACS flyhalf made 
us paid for it by booting the ball back into our half. There were some outstanding play from the back row and mid 
field backs, but it was never enough to cross the white line. All in all, the U16A’s had a superb year and one to be 
proud of! It has been a privilege and  honor working with special group and I expect great things from this group in 
the years to come!        

 
 

www.rugbymatters.co.za for all school rugby fixtures, news and reports 

../News-04-9May-2011/www.rugbymatters.co.za


 5 

U16B vs SACS (won 17 ς 7) 
 
A solid game from our boys saw us wrap up a largely succesful season at the U16B's. A fluid, running derby game 
was a spectacle to behold but unfortunately ill-discipline from both teams resulted in an early conclusion to the 
game. 
 
In a season that has been largely incident free, our boys have always had the attitude of "let the rugby do the 
talking". It was disappointing and largely out of character to see them retaliate to a few incidents in this fiery derby. 
Nonetheless the boys played some outstanding rugby when it mattered with Nicki Zeeman scoring in the 1st minute 
of the game. SACS responded strongly with a try and the game became very tight with both sides 
battling for possession. A try by Tevin Block just before Half-Time saw Wynberg leading 10 - 5 at the break. 
 
The 2nd Half was a very testy affair with tempers beginning to flare from both sides. A solid Wynberg try increased 
our lead, yet an unfortunate incident resulted in a premature end to what was otherwise a thoroughly entertaining 
game of rugby. 
 
Well done to all our boys for the season. Hard work and a technical focus on polishing our play has seen us defy the 
odds on many occasions. The real heroes here are every single boy who was privileged enough to don the Wynberg 
U16B rugby jersey. Well done to each and every one of you. 
 
Tries:  Zeeman (2), Block. Conversion: Rogers 
 
U16C vs SACS (lost 12 - 19) 
 
The team started off playing in a disorganised manner, but pulled together later on and gave SACS a run for their 
money .  Rucking started off badly but once the team spotted the weakness,  fixed it and carried on. The backline 
played the ball well but shoved the ball down the line at times. Altogether the team played well in their final match 
of the season to draw level for a while at 12 each. 
 
Points:  Abrahams (5), Clarke (5), Overmeyer (2) 
 
U16D vs SACS (lost 12 - 15) 
 
This week we played a really tough game against SACS. I thought it was a great game and that we made the school 
proud. 
 
First half: In the first half we got an early try scored by Matthew Abrahams with no conversion. We tried our best to 
keep SACS away from our try line but they eventually made it with a try and a conversion. They scored again near 
the end of the half. The score at the end of the first half was 5-12 to Sacs 
 
Second Half: We came into the second half even more determined to win the game than in the first. We kept 
pushing them back and they also kept pushing, it was really tough. Finally Thando Mark Mwanda scored an amazing 
try right under the poles and he also converted it and by doing this levelled the score 12-12. We were happy that the 
score was level and kept trying our best to score another, but in the dieing seconds of the game SACS got a penalty 
right under our poles and converted it. The score was then 12-15 to Sacs and the ref blew the whistle for full time. 
 
It was sad that we had tried so hard to win the game but in the end lost, but in all I think it was an excellent game 
that we played and we had an excellent team and I was proud to captain the team and have an awesome couch this 
rugby season am looking forward to the next season of rugby at Wynberg.  
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U15A vs SACS (won 43 - 0) 

Wynberg set the tone on Saturday right from the first kick off where they chased hard, made a big hit, forced the 
penalty and got points on the board in the first minute! They then continued to dominate play for the rest of the 
game. On attack the pierced the opposition's defence time and time again and were impenetrable on defence! It 
was certainly the best game of the year.U15B vs Bishops (lost 12 - 13) 

U15B vs SACS (won 12 - 5) 

The last of our traditional rivals and we were prepared for “war”. This was a very “stop/start” affair and we just 
struggled to get going. SACS stunned us with a try in the first half which left us a bit dazed. We played a lot of rugby 
in their half but just failed to convert it into points. By halftime we were 5-0 behind and chasing the game. In the 
second half we managed to score first to make it 5-5. We then scored again and converted, making it a 12-5 win to 
us. It wasn’t our best effort but we’ll take a win against the old foe anytime. Well done, guys on a record of 9 wins 
and 4 losses for the season. Credit must go to our two coaches, Mr Morris and Mr Lawson, for doing a great job 
coaching us. Also a word of thanks to our ever supportive group of parents. Supera Moras! 

U15C vs SACS (lost 5 - 17) 

Another disappointing result for a great bunch of boys. We seemed to lack passion in the first half and didn’t get 
stuck in at ruck time while also missing too many tackles. The boys stepped it up a level in the second half and I 
thought Matthew Veldsman in particular had a great half.  
 Unfortunately it was too little too late and silly mistakes cost us again. Despite the results not being great 
throughout the season I have really enjoyed coaching this bunch of boys and will be keenly following their progress 
in years to come. Hopefully they will soon start to show their true potential. Thanks for the season boys. 

U15D vs SACS (lost 5 - 34) 

We started off quite well and the lads really played their hearts out. The tackling was superb and the lads played as a 
team. The final score did not reflect what happened on the field. We gave away soft tries and paid the penalty in the 
end. Many of SACS’ C team players played in their D team, but that was no excuse for our loss. 

U14A vs SACS (lost 17 - 19) 

In the first half we got off to a flyer and were doing everything correctly. We took early points and scored two 
decent tries by spreading the ball and trying new things. Whenever they had the ball we pressed up on them and 
they didn’t get a chance to run at us. Our defense line was doing well. Unfortunately as soon as they made their first 
luck try we lost confidence and started slacking off. They scored again and we dropped our leads a little more they 
crushed our first line of defense and we missed tackles. All in all it was sad but a fun game and somebody had to 
come out on top and unluckily it wasn’t us, I still think we could have done it! 

U14B vs SACS (lost 0 - 14) 

On Saturday the 27th of August the Wynberg U14 side played against the Sacs U14B’s. After winning the last match 
between these to, Wynberg were out to do it for the second time. Unfortunately we lost Josh Louie in the first 2 
minutes with a broken collar bone. This immediately put us on the back foot and Sacs capitalized and went onto to 
score two tries. We went into the half time break 14-0  down. In the second half all of the rugby was played by the 
Wynberg side, but a few silly mistakes let us down close to the Sacs line. We went on to lose the match 14-0. I would 
like to thank the boys for an extremely enjoyable season. The character of this group of boys is their biggest asset 
and they showed it time and time again. 
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U14C vs SACS (lost 0 - 27) 

Wynberg U14C lost their final match of the season 27-0.   Most points happened in the first half, and then after the 
coaches read the riot act at half-time, there was a vast improvement in the standard of play during the 2nd half.   By 
then, however, the damage was done.   As has been the case all season, the team played in fits and starts, and 
during the starts, showed themselves to be far more capable than what we saw during the fits.   The consistency and 
commitment clearly visible in the previous 3 or 4 seasons, was sadly visible in too few of the players of the 2011 
team.   That said, a lot of hard work was put in by the boys and I would like to thank Chen Chun and Doug Leresche 
for all their input this year into the team- I am sorry that the results did not match their expertise and commitment. 

U14D vs SACS (won 26 - 14) 

14D played SACS for the 3rd time this term and completed a full-house of victories by winning 26 - 10. Our previous 
scores were 35 -0 and 35 – 20. Anees Esau (Capt.) appears to enjoy playing against our rival Boys’ School having 
scored 3 tries in our previous match and helping himself to a brace again this weekend. Others who enjoy scoring 
against SACS are: Uzayr Parker(2), Jason Adams, Abdus Gaffoor, Wesley Lerwill,  Chad Marx, Dylan Hector (3) and 
Richard Atherton.  Well done lads. 
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